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It is with great enthusiasm that I serve as the President of the North 1........................President's Message
Carolina Academy of General Dentistry. As a native of the great state of
North Carolina, my goal is not only to advance the profession of dentistry 2................Annual Meeting Update
in our state, but also to help utilize our skills as dentists to give back to all 3..................A Note of Appreciation
North Carolina citizens. By following in the exemplary footsteps of past NC
AGD leaders I know that I can accomplish these goals and so much more. 5-7....NCAGD Legislative Update
Our board consists of some of the brightest and most well-rounded 8......................Dental Sedation Rule
professionals in the dental community, and I am humbled by their
commitment to the organization and inspired by their desire for continuing 11-12......NCDS Legislative Update
education. I am proud to say that the NCAGD is in fantastic hands.
14.....................2019 Annual Meeing
In addition, we have partnered with a new executive organization to
provide more services than ever before for the North Carolina constituency.
The NCAGD is at its strongest and largest membership since I have been
a member of the organization. We hope to continue to grow the voice of
North Carolina dentists and I urge you to consider joining the NCAGD—we
would love to have you as a member. The perfect opportunity to get the
full NCAGD member experience is our Annual Meeting, and we would be
thrilled for you to join us next year on February 8 & 9, 2019 at the Umstead
Hotel in Cary, North Carolina.
Yours truly,
Callan D. White, DDS
President
North Carolina Academy of General Dentistry
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2018 Annual
Meeting Update
Dr. Jennifer Bell
Warmest greetings from the
Annual Meeting committee! On
behalf of my colleagues, I am
happy to report on the success
of our annual meeting, held in
February. Based on the positive
feedback received from members
who have attended in recent
years, we returned to the Umstead
Hotel and Spa in Cary, NC for this
year’s event. Despite cool weather
outside, the weekend was full of
high quality education and great
fellowship amongst members.
Our attendees participated in
courses on hygiene, implant
dentistry, risk management,
medical billing, digital dentistry,
and restorative dentistry. We also
were pleased to have Mr. Josh
Stein, NC Attorney General along
with Dr. Gary Oyster to update

our members on legislative issues
and the opioid crisis. The collegial
spirit of the AGD membership was
one of our speakers the night
before the meeting. Many of our
attendees graciously attended
alternate courses and were very
circumstances. With support from
many volunteers, board members,

driver of attendance. While we
recognize there are always areas
to improve in our processes and
in vendor performance, based on
the survey data we have elected
to stay with the Umstead for our
2019 meeting. We are excited
to announce that Dr. Stanley
Malamed and Dr. Uday Reebye are
for 2019.
If you have any questions or
concerns about the annual
meetings, please feel free to
reach out to the annual meeting
committee at info@ncagd.org.
We are always open to hearing
suggestions and comments
to improve our members’
experiences.

we were able to provide a meeting
that we sincerely hope our
Best wishes for a happy 2018!
members were proud to attend.
Dr. Jennifer Bell
Furthermore, our new digital
Annual Meetings Committee Chair
meeting management system
proved to be a new stress on
our volunteers as well as our
attendees. The committee is
reviewing the current issues that
we have experienced and are
for 2019. We certainly want
the process of registration, CE
tracking to be simpler than it
proved to be for 2018. A huge
thank you to all the members who
know that we are working to make
that better for 2019.
As we evaluate the results
from this year’s meeting, our
satisfaction surveys show that the
Umstead lodging and meeting
facilities continue to be a great
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A Note of
Recognition &
Appreciation
The NCAGD Board of Directors would like to
express our sincere appreciation to
Dr. Jennifer Bell.
Jennifer’s work and dedication to the NCAGD
kept this organization running after the tragic
loss of Elizabeth Trevathan, our Executive
Director.
Jennifer stepped in and took this job as well as many others to fill a giant gap in the NCAGD daily operations until we
found a new Executive Director.
Thank you Jennifer from the bottom of our hearts.
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2018 NCAGD
Legislative Update
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Barbara Bowman-Hensley DMD, FAGD
The past 12 months have been sidy.
a very busy legislative year with
House Ways and Means
President Trump moving quickly to Tax Committee Chairman Kevin
Brady did not include repeal of the
year of his presidency.
Affordable Care Act 2.3% tax on
On May 4, 2017 the United medical devices in his revised tax
States House of Representatives reform, but he indicated he was
voted 217-213 in favor of H.R. 1628, working on “temporary targeted
an amended version of the Ameri- relief” from several of the ACA’s taxcan Health Care Act. It subsequently es including the medical device tax
and the health insurance tax. As of
roll call votes. It was returned to today, these were being worked on
the calendar on July 28, 2017 after through the winter of 2017 and into
the Senate rejected several amend- 2018.
ments. On September 13, 2017, four
On October 26, 2017, Pressenators led by Lindsay Graham, ident Trump declared the opioid
released a draft amendment to the crisis a public health emergency
bill that would repeal the structure and announced that he would be
and architecture of Obama-care and employing the Public Health Service
replace it with a block grant given Act to address the epidemic. This
annually to the states. However, it declaration allows public health
was not voted upon due to lack of agencies to swiftly move existing
support. On October 12, 2017, due health resources to the crisis; reto the failure of Congress to pass a duces delays in hiring personnel;
repeal, President Trump issued an and expands access to telemediExecutive Order to promote Health cine, including remote prescribing
Care, Choice and Competition. A of medication commonly used for
separate decision on the same day substance abuse or other mental
as this order resulted in no longer health treatment.
As of this writing, Congress
paying a key ACA health care subwas pursuing multiple bills to curb the
opioid epidemic. A
bipartisan group of
senators had introduced legislation that
would add $1 billion
to combat the opioid

epidemic.
On October 31, 2017, Rep.
Kenny Marchant (R-TX) re-introduced the Protecting Seniors Access to Proper Care Act, legislation
that would repeal the requirement
that dentists become a Medicare
provider in order for their Medicare
beneficiary patients to continue
AGD followed up with a letter sent
November 13, 2017 thanking Rep.
Marchant for his efforts on this
important issue and for sponsoring
this legislation.
On November 16, 2017, the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced
proposed changes to Medicare
drug plans, including voiding the
requirement that dentists enroll in
or validly opt-out of Medicare in
order for prescriptions written for
to be covered. The proposed rule
also contains changes to Medicare
Part C, including a repeal of the
current provision requiring dentists
to be enrolled in Medicare in order
to provide supplemental services
to patients enrolled in Part C, also
known as Medicare Advantage
plans.
On March 5, 2018, the White
Medicare Advantage and Part D
(continued)
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Platinum
Sponsor
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(NCDS Legislative Update continued
from page 5)

the administration hopes to get the rule done in time for the policies in the rule to be in place for the 2019
contract year. The AGD has actively pursued the removal of this requirement for dentists in the interest of its
members and will continue to report on any new developments.
The biggest legislative news of this past year Tax Cuts and Jobs Act which passed through both Congress
and the Senate in December 2017, and was signed into law by President Trump on December 22, 2017 just
before the Christmas recess. This bill was strongly supported by grassroots dentists and organized dentistry,
employees and patients.
The 179 expensing was expanded to immediately expense some of the costs of qualifying properties.
Prior to this bill, $500 thousand could be expensed unless more than $2 million in property is purchased. Under
On February 26, 2018, the House voted 387-13 to pass H.R. 2422, The Action for Dental Health Act, which
calls for Congress to “amend the public health service act to improve essential oral health care for low-income
and other underserved individuals by breaking down barriers to care, and other purposes. This was a bipartisan sponsored bill which targets federal dollars to state and local dental organizations to fund programs that
combat dental disease.
On March 14, 2018 Bloomberg News reported that researchers at Dartmouth College Norris Cotton Cancer Center found that “vaping has led more people to start a real smoking habit, rather than to avoid tobacco
or quit.” Their early research shows that E-cigarettes created more smokers than quitters.
Coinciding with this topic, the US FDA announced plans in late summer 2017 to lower the level of nicotine in cigarettes and other tobacco products to non-addictive levels. This proposed rule is part of the FDA’s
strategy to combat the addiction crisis.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Bowman-Hensley DMD, FAGD
Legislative Representative, NCDS Liaison
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Dental Sedation
Rule Summary
Dr. Steven Smith
SUMMARY
• No license needed for anxiolysis (N2O or 1 pill)
• Minimal conscious sedation can only use N2O in
conjunction with one pharmacologic agent not
to exceed MRD. Patient must be 13 years of age.
Requires 16 hours of training to start. Patient must
be 18 years old for Halcion. Patient must be 13 years
old for Versed, Lorazepam, Valium and Hydroxyzine.
These agents cannot be combined. Note that
Valium does not have a MRD but will not give amnesia.
• Moderate sedation now requires an IV permit to
do moderate sedation by any route of administration. Patients have to be 13 years old or older.
• There are no temporary permits to practice sedation.
• General Anesthesia rules are still the same and so is
Pediatric Moderate Sedation.

For the full rules
and laws pertaining to sedation
go to the Rules
and Laws Section
of the NCSBDE
website; look in
the middle at the
bottom in Red. Exact details are in
Chapter 16 subchapter Q for all
sedation rules. All
3/31/18.
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Legislative Update from
the North Carolina
Dental Society
Political Landscape Right Now
•
•
•
•
•

Democratic governor + Republican super-majorities in House and Senate = clashes
New DHHS Secretary and Insurance Commissioner
NCDS seeking to build relationships with both
The ACA – no clear picture on future direction
Nationally – Congress sparring and dysfunctional

Upcoming Agenda Items
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain funding for the NC Oral Health Section
Maintain funding for the Adult Dental Medicaid Program
Investigate and pursue opportunities for an increase in Medicaid reimbursement rates for dental procedures.
Defend Dental Management Arrangements Legislation and
NC practice ownership laws.
Monitor administrative/regulatory reform as it relates to the
authority of the NCSBDE.

Scope of Practice Challenge Ahead
•
•
•
•

NC Oral Health Collaborative is pursuing a legislative agenda
Well-intentioned but largely ignorant on dental issues
Many non-dental members
High risk of unintended consequences
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Our Goal:
Remain Strong
Maintain a Strong
NCDPAC

Vibrant Grassroots
Network

What You Can Do

NC Dental PAC was 5th largest
in 2016 election cycle

Our goal – every legislator has a
CONTACT DENTIST

Join our Contact Dentist
Network

Supports candidates who
champion issues important to
dentistry, dental practices, and
the public

Our dentists are a resource on
oral health issues

Get to know your legislators

We need to continually support
our friends in the NCGA – their
terms of service are only two
years

Personal relationships are key
The voice of dentistry is strong
because we all work together

Invite your legislator to a NCMOM or GKAS clinic
Get your colleagues involved
Support our NC Dental PAC
Host a legislative fundraiser
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Sponsors:
Friends Level
Sterisil
Peak Compliance Services
Professional Protector Plan
UNC
Dental HQ
Sleep Group Solutions
Crosstex
MB Precious Metals
AdvanTax Strategies
Panadent
VAL GELO

Save the Date:
Feb. 8-9, 2019
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T H E UMSTEAD HOTEL & SPA
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featuring
Stan ley M al amed, DDS
Dr. Malamed is a Professor of Anesthesia & Medicine at the Herman
Ostrow School of Dentistr y of USC in Los Angeles, and a Diplomate
of the American Dental Board of Anesthesiolog y. He is a recipient
of both the Heidebrink Award from the American Dental Societ y of
Anesthesiolog y and the Horace Wells Award from the International
Federation of Dental Anesthesia Societies.
U day N . Reebye, MD, DMD
Dr. Reebye is an attending surgeon at Durham Regional Hospital
and a clinical adjunct facult y member at the Universit y of Nor th
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He specializes in CT guided implant
dentistr y and distraction osteogenesis, and is a recipient of the
Kaiser Permanente Excellence in Teaching Award.

NC AGD 2020 SP EAKERS

Doug Damm, DDS, Exper t in Oral Patholog y
James Woodell, DDS, Exper t in Restorative and Esthetic Dentistr y
w w w.n cag d.org

