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A Note from the President

Deuce Roberson, DDS, FICD, FACD, D. ABDSM
Thank you for the opportunity to lead this great organization. Organized
dentistry was instilled in me at an early age by my father, Dr. Ted
Roberson, a dentist and longtime UNC School of Dentistry Professor. He is
a true advocate for dentists everywhere. He taught me to give back in a
way that would benefit the profession as a whole.
I started my career in organized dentistry with the North Carolina Dental Society.
I served various roles within the North Carolina Dental Society on the local and
state level. As a Delegate, it was an honor to vote on resolutions submitted by
constituents across our state. I chaired the Committee on the new Dentist for several years. As with
most unseen opportunities in organized dentistry, I was asked to become part the NCAGD Board of
Directors. I knew nothing of the intricacies of this organization, but I immediately fell in love with it. I
admire the fact that this organization solely advocates for the general dentist. On top of that, the
relationships that I made and the people that I met within the Academy were some of the most
brilliant, hardworking servant leaders I've ever met in my life, and I knew that I wanted to be involved.
Soon after, Dr. Callan White and Dr. Jennifer Bell asked me to serve on the executive board and become
a Delegate to National AGD in Chicago. I could not be here without the people that are surrounding me:
the executive board, the board of directors, our executive office (ASG), and of course my beautiful wife
Allison and four incredible sons who have always been by my side. These folks are what keeps this
organization on top and keep me moving forward.
We are starting a mentor program within the NCAGD utilizing the AGD chapter students from UNC,
East Carolina, and High Point University. The NCDS Committee on the New Dentist began this program.
It became a fantastic event each year, bringing students and mentors together. I've always believed
grassroots is the way to bring new membership to an organization.
In my humble opinion, transparency is key to any organization. I intend to instill transparency here. I
would like to increase our collaboration with other organizations within the state to include the North
Carolina Dental Society, Old North State, International College of Dentists, American College of Dentists,
NC Hygiene Association, and Pierre Fouchard. We are all the same people in these organizations, we
just wear different hats. Together we can work to help all dentists in our state with the myriad of issues
that we contend with on a daily basis.
We just completed a fantastic annual session at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, North Carolina. I
would like to invite you all to our NCAGD Annual Session on March 10-11, 2023 at the beautiful Grove
Park Inn. We are going to have amazing speakers teaching progressive continuing education for those
seeking to add to their armamentarium of practice modalities: hard and soft tissue lasers, pediatric
hands-on procedures for the general dentist, dental sleep medicine coupled with TMJ issues, and full
mouth rehabilitation. Dr. Jerry Hu, Dr. Chad Duplantis, Dr. LaRee Johnson, and Dr. Hana Hobbs are
some of the incredible speakers! Please join us next year!
In closing, I encourage all to continue to be involved with organized dentistry. I believe one should
always let your character dictate your decisions. I look forward to serving all our constituents this
coming year.

Thank You,
Dr. Deuce Roberson

Editor's Corner
Callan White, DDS, FICD

It is with great enthusiasm that I am writing this letter to the
North Carolina constituents of the Academy of General
Dentistry. We, as North Carolina dentists, have so much to be
thankful for and excited about as the last two years are now
behind us. You have faced challenges that many haven’t
faced before, you have likely worried and continue to worry
about what the future might hold, and navigated confusion or
unclear waters to get to where you are today. That is no
simple task and you should be proud of yourself.
To support you, NC AGD has worked behind the scenes on local and national levels to
promote better education, improve membership, advocate on behalf of dentists, and work
with other dental organizations to improve communication. Thousands of volunteer hours
have been devoted by your leaders for the love of general dentistry. Our commitment to
supporting you and advocating for the general dentist has never been stronger.

Thank you!
Tracy Johnson, DDS, FICD
2021-2022 NCAGD President
The NCAGD would like to extend a sincere
thank-you and congratulations to Dr. Tracy
Johnson for her service as President during
the 2021-2022 term.
It is our pleasure to thank Dr. Johnson for all
she has accomplished during her tenure as
president. We wish her all the best in her
future endeavors and look forward to her
ongoing involvement in the NCAGD.
Dr. Tracy Johnson and Dr. Deuce Roberson
at the 2022 Annual Meeting.

Membership Update
Rebekkah Merrell, DMD, MS

NC AGD's Membership is thriving. As of the renewal date, we
have 1107 active members and 46 student members. We
currently have had 6 new members join the AGD!
We would like to welcome the following members: Matthew
Berkelhammer of Chapel Hill; Rocco Colucci of Greenville;
Hanan Elgendy of Greenville; Alison Moseley of Leland; and Halie
Scott of Greenville. We also welcomed a new transfer member,
Andrew Morantes-Villalobos of Vass.
We currently have 148 members who have not renewed their membership that we will be
contacting over the next few months to renew. We also will be working on engaging our
student chapters and NC GPR and AEGD residency programs.
As many of you know, there have been several changes with National AGD's membership
structure. There are now two tiers of membership–– Premium and Premium Plus. You
may be wondering what the difference is between Premium Membership and Premium
Plus. Is it worth upgrading your membership? Premium membership includes all of the
benefits that you knew and loved before. Premium Plus is where the sweet savings start
to come in.
Premium Plus membership came from wanting to provide our members with an
opportunity to excel and achieve Fellow and Master status faster. For this reason, for an
additional $130, you receive the following additional benefits: FREE early-bird registration
to Scientific Sessions, 18 Free On-Demand Webinars, 20% off Fellowship Review Course,
20% off Fellowship Study Guide, and so much more. Be sure to check out the website for
all the great benefits and consider upgrading your membership today!
If you know anyone who you would like to refer to join the AGD, please do not hesitate to
contact us. Make sure they put your name on their membership application as a referral to
receive a reward.
Let's continue to work together to make NC AGD membership the strongest it ever has
been.

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS
Academy of General Dentistry
AGD provides invaluable educational, networking and
leadership opportunities that help you deliver exceptional
care and build stronger practices. We offer you the
opportunity to select your membership level based on
what you value most. Learn more about becoming a
Premium Plus or Premium member below.

Premium Plus

Premium

Headquarter dues + constituency
dues
+ $130 USD

Headquarter dues +
constituency dues

Free Early Bird Scientific
Session Registration
18 Free On Demand
Webinars
20% off Fellowship Review
Course
20% off Fellowship Study
Guide Discount
Free Dental Card Services
Virtual Terminal Setup

Discounted Early Bird
Scientific Session
Registration
14 Free On-Demand
Webinars
Fellowship Review Course
Fellowship Study Guide

PLUS:
CE Directory and CE Tracker
Fellowship and Mastership Award Opportunities
AGD Impact and General Dentistry Publications
Practice Management Resources
Patient Education Resources
AGDVANTAGE and Exclusive Benefits/Discounts from a
variety of companies
Advocacy Portal
Mentor Match
… and more!

Visit agd.org/membership for more information and to
join today!

MasterTrack Update
Chris Planer, DDS & Jessica Planer, DDS
The North Carolina MasterTrack program

The first course of 2022 was held in Charlotte, NC

consists of continuing education courses

in April and welcomed Dr. Jim Grisdale to

sponsored by the North Carolina Academy of

present on periodontal surgery. Participants

General Dentistry. The program was originally

learned about functional and esthetic

created to provide members who have

periodontal plastic surgery as well as socket

attained their AGD Fellowship award the

preservation and bone grafting techniques. Each

opportunity to be able to work towards and

day finished with an opportunity for each

ultimately achieve the honor of their AGD

participant to practice their new skills with

Mastership. The MasterTrack program is

hands-on exercises on pig jaws and dentoforms.

composed of high-quality courses from
nationally recognized speakers in a small
group setting with an emphasis on hands-on,
participation credit.
While the MasterTrack program’s focus is on
those members who are working towards
their Mastership, any dentist with interest in a
specific course can enroll if desired. In fact, you
do not need to be an AGD member to attend a
course, although preference for enrollment in
any class will be given to AGD members. So
whether you are close to getting your
Mastership or just interested in a high-quality
small group continuing education course, you
or your fellow dental colleague are welcome to
attend.
Generally, the North Carolina MasterTrack
program consists of three to four weekend
courses throughout the year. Each weekend
course is held on Friday and Saturday from 8
am to 5 pm with breakfast and lunch provided.
Participants will earn up to 16 hours of credit
with the option to double these credit hours
(for a total of 32 hours) if the participant
completes the homework and presentation at
a subsequent course.

There are two remaining courses for 2022:

September 16-17, 2022 – Dr. Miles Cone will speak on Fixed and Removable
Prosthodontics in Asheville, NC at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel.
October 7-8, 2022 – Dr. Tom Viola and Dr. Ashley Clark will speak on Pharmacology for
the General Dentist and Oral Pathology for the General Dentist, respectively. This course
will take place at the Grandover Resort in Greensboro, NC.
Please visit www.ncagd.org to register or contact Dr. Jessica Planer at jessica.k.oliver@gmail.com
with any questions about MasterTrack or the upcoming courses. We are a welcoming group and
hope that you will consider joining us for a future event!

Dr. Miles Cone

"Fixed and Removable Prosthodontics"
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel (Biltmore)
Asheville, NC
September 16-17, 2022

Dr. Tom V iola

"Pharmacology for the General Dentist"
Grandover Resort
Greensboro, NC
October 7, 2022

Dr. Ashley Clark

"Oral Pathology for the General Dentist"
Grandover Resort
Greensboro, NC
October 8, 2022

Update from the UNC Chapter of AGD
Will Church, Doctorate of Dental Surgery Candidate
President, UNC AGD Chapter

This past year, the UNC Chapter of AGD regrouped following the COVID-19 pandemic.
Having guests come to speak on a wide range of topics, we explored advances in
technology, dental missionary work, loan financing, and more. In the wake of a period of
uncertainty, we have broadened our focus to empower members with the practical
skills and knowledge to be successful.
We are excited to congratulate Riley Hewgley and Bobby Stewart for receiving the
Academy of General Dentistry Senior Student Award. Their hard work and dedication
distinguished them from their peers, and their passion and lifelong commitment to
learning stand as testament to their character. We are proud of their accomplishments
at UNC and look forward to following their careers.
As we finish up another year, we have been hard at work, brainstorming new avenues
of learning and increasing programming for the upcoming school year. We will
continue to offer sessions that advance students’ insight into the expanding field of
general dentistry. Through partnership with the AGD and UNC faculty, we have
developed hands-on events that allow members to put their knowledge to use and
develop practical skills. The future of dentistry could not be brighter, and the members
of the UNC chapter are striving forward.

Congratulations!

Riley Hewgley

Dr. Glenn Miller, Dr. Keith Phillips, Dr.
Lynette Pierce, and Dr. Deuce Roberson
at the University of North Carolina.

Bobby Stewart

North Carolina Joins the Party –
Registered Dental Hygenists Can Now Get Certified
to Administer Local Anesthesia!
Elaine Vowell, DDS, FAGD
*The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect those of the NCAGD.

Less than a year ago, only a licensed dentist in
North Carolina could administer dental
anesthesia. In October 2021, that changed.
State Bill 146 passed, and changes were made
to tele-dentistry and local anesthesia
guidelines. Now, with at least two years as a
licensed RDH in North Carolina, hygienists can
apply for continuing education to learn this

Unfortunately, with COVID still wreaking havoc

highly valuable skill. This is an incredible

on society, I could not find appropriate classes

opportunity for both our industry and

for them that would truly provide the skills and

hygienists.

ongoing support they needed. Soon after, I
looked into the process of creating an

North Carolina has been my home since 2009. I

educational program that would deliver the

moved here for great weather and the

best training possible. My vision was

opportunity to build a dental practice. When

multilayered: create an easily accessible online

applying for my dental license I was surprised

course with module-based learning and

to learn North Carolina did not allow hygienist

ongoing support and mentoring.

to administer anesthesia. Growing up in Alaska,
hygienist could give shots. At Creighton

My preferred medium was video-based

University School of Dentistry, both the dental

learning modules broken into micro pieces

and dental hygiene students learned to give

that could be revisited and completed at any

infiltration and blocks. From 2003 to 2008, I

time. COVID has made Zoom a staple for most

served in the US Navy. Again, dental hygienists

business meetings, and it allowed me a vehicle

routinely numbed patients for both scaling and

to realize my vision for continued 1:1 and small

restorative procedures. Once I began working

group coaching after my students completed

in North Carolina, I changed my workflow to

the course curriculum.

accommodate interruptions to provide
anesthesia for patients needing treatment for

In 2021, I began the process. It took 9 months to

periodontal disease.

write, publish, and edit what would become 16
hours of on online education, an 8-hour live

It was spring of 2021 when I first heard that

instruction course, reference materials, and

North Carolina was planning to change their

ongoing support resources.

laws. I immediately began researching
educational opportunities for my staff.

(cont. next page)

The custom diagrams were created, the

As an owner of a small, but busy, dental office, I

lectures were peer reviewed, and the video

am relieved to have more time in my day now

editing was complete. After an intensive

that my hygienists are masterfully trained in

process to bring this program to hygienists

this skill. Interrupting operative procedures to

throughout North Carolina, Your Best Shot in

provide comfort for a scaling and root-planning

NC was born in April of 2022. I joke it is my fifth

patient has always caused me stress. I feel

baby!

patient relations are compromised with

As of today, all my dental hygienists have
successfully completed the PACE provider
approved course, Your Best Shot in NC. I am
truly so proud! Their training was
comprehensive: 16 hours of didactic learning, 8
hours of hands-on training – complete with
practicing injections on anatomical
mannequins and each other. With a combined
40 years of clinical experience between them, I
know they are excellent at patient care, and I
was truly impressed all of them were willing to
learn a new skill. Over the course of the handson training the atmosphere changed from
nervousness to excitement. Their confidence
grew as they mastered infiltrations on a model
then on a colleague. Hours were spent on
anatomy, medical history, and patient selection
to set them up for their greatest success.
By mid-May, their applications will have arrived
at the NC board of Dental Examiners, and 10
short days later, they will earn their
certifications. I am proud of them, and I am
proud of the course I created. Being an AGD
member, Fellow, and hopefully a Master by

disruption in care and it always seemed
awkward to me to come in, anesthetize them,
and walk away. What a different experience
than our medical peers. When my now sixyear-old was an infant in the NICU, it was
always the nurses, not the physicians who were
able to find her miniature veins for an IV in her
tiny four-pound body. Those nurses had
incredible skills and were exceptional in their
roles, just like hygienists. As a dentist, I truly
believe every hygienist has what it takes to
master this new skill and become as trusted
and relied upon with continued training, time
in practice, and support from their peers.
It is my true hope that anyone reading this will
consider registering their hygienists for
training. Learning this new skill has
reinvigorated my staff. They are excited to have
learned something new they can immediately
put to use, and I am excited for them. Not only
have they developed a valuable skill, but they
will continue to improve the patient
experience in our office and the reputation of
our industry as a whole.

2023 has given me the education to take on
this challenge.

About Dr. Vowell
Dr. Elaine Vowell actively engages in dental education with the goal of continuous
improvement and growth. In 2008, she earned her fellowship in the Academy of General
Dentistry, completing 500 hours of dental continuing education. She is actively pursuing
her Masters in the Academy of General Dentistry as part of the NC AGD Mastertrack
study club. In 2022 she launched the Your Best Shot in NC training course for dental
hygienists. When she isn’t at work or teaching, Dr. Vowell keeps busy with her husband,
their four wonderful children, and her ill-behaved puggle.

The NC AGD is excited to initiate a new mentor program geared toward fostering dental
students in our state. We will pair an experienced and caring dentist with any student who is
interested in working with a professional mentor. We especially recommend this for students
who plan to focus on General Dentistry.
We have all been there. The simple questions that you don’t feel you can ask your professor, or
the questions that professors may not have the best experience to answer. “What is it really like
once you graduate and pass the board?" "Did a GPR advance your education or delay entry to
the real world?" "How do I find a practice in which I will thrive?”
The program has a very flexible format. The Dentist and the Student will decide how often they
want to connect and in what mode ( email, cell, zoom, in person). This is a chance to share your
experiences, help to direct the future of Dentistry by sharing your visions, and shape
experiences of future providers. The AGD is committed to education and advancement for
members in all areas of life. There may be opportunities for placement of associates/buyers as
students graduate and seek positions.
The mentees will be members of the Student AGD association and will have expressed a sincere
desire to find their best and brightest path. Students are our legacy and the more they
understand our past, our values, and commitments, the future should be secured for patients to
benefit and dentists to thrive and LOVE our profession.
If you are interested in becoming a mentor, please CLICK HERE to fill out our interest form.

Upcoming Events

Providing A Dental Home for Children
and Youth with Special Healthcare
Needs:
FREE Dental Continuing Education (CE)
Credits
offered by NC DHHS, Division of Child and Family Well-Being
A dental home is important for every child, but especially for children and youth with special
health care needs (CYSHCN). Many families are looking for a welcoming dental home in their
community. This course will provide strategies and resources to help your ENTIRE STAFF to be
more comfortable providing an inclusive dental home.
To schedule a session for your office or study club contact:
debbye.krueger@dhhs.nc.gov
wendy.schwade@dhhs.nc.gov

NCAGD Board of Directors
2022 - 2023

Deuce Roberson, DDS,
FICD, FACD, D.ABDSM
President
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Lynette Pierce, DDS, FICD
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Vice President
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Editor
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PACE Chair
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NCAGD Executive Office
Devin Krecl
Executive Director
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& Director of Meetings and Events
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Communications Specialist
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Office Manager
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Membership
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