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MEMBERSHIP

W e are ver y e x cited

about this upcoming year in

the NC A GD. Our member -

ship stands at 880

statewide. Y our leaders are

ver y energized about grow -

ing and have set a goal of

recr uiting 100 new mem -

bers throughout this year .

YOU C AN HELP!!  Ask your

friends, dental neighbors

and other colleagues if they

have joined the NC A GD.  In

this newsletter you will find

benefits for joining which

may help in your effor ts. 

If you have any questions

or would lik e someone to

talk to a new prospective

member , please have them

contact me.  Also, look for

new and e x citing member -

ship programs throughout

the year to help with

recr uitment.

I look for ward to ser ving

you this year as member -

ship chair .

Jennifer Bell, DDS,

Membership Chair woman

If you are interested in joining the NC A GD go to www .ncagd.org on the inter net

and click on “join ncagd” or call 1.888.A GD.DENT to request an application.

A GD – The V oice of the General Dentist

MEMBER BENEFITS



Membership in the A GD during my presi -

dency is a high priority .  The A GD repre -

sents the general dentist’s interests on a

state, regional, and national level.

Cur rently only 17% of us belong to the

A GD nationally .  Most of us were invited

to join the A GD by a colleague and as

members we should endeavor to sup -

por t and promote the Academy . 

Advocacy for our members gives us a voice and k eeps us from

being subject to the whims of state and national legislative bod -

ies.  If we can speak with a unified voice, others will be com -

pelled to listen.  If our organization does not represent enough of

us our message becomes diluted.  No other dental organization

represents and promotes the general dentist as one of its core

purposes.  As a member you can get involved in advocacy

effor ts with the A GD interactive web site Capwiz.  

Continuing education is another A GD core element. The A GD is

involved with the promotion, tracking, validation, and authoriza -

tion of CE credits.  The P A CE program validates CE providers so

that all providers meet the same course approval criteria.  The

new bar code scanning system sends in your CE par ticipation to

the national office within hours of your course attendance.  The

A GD F ellowship and Mastership programs allow each of us to

pursue the next level in ongoing continuing education.  

Our annual meeting took place in Car y from F ebr uar y 15-17.  This

is one of our most impor tant member benefits.  W e had excellent

attendance from our membership and listened to some of the

leading speak ers in the countr y .  It was not only infor mative, but

was also a time of camaraderie and fellowship.  If you have not

attended an NC A GD meeting I would encourage you to do so

next year (F ebr uar y 20-22, 2009).

The A GD is a membership driven organization.  W e need your

input, insight, and par ticipation.  The NC A GD is always looking for

members who are willing to ser ve as representatives of their

prospective districts.  W e are also looking for ways to enhance

the value of membership ser vices for you.

Come join your colleagues for the national A GD meeting in

Orlando, July 16-20.  If I can answer any questions or help you as

a member in any way please do not hesitate to call on me.

President’s Message

John P . Pr uitt, DDS, MA GD, F ADI

Make your plans to join the

Nor th Carolina contingent in Orlando

July 16 - July 20, 2008!
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In the last newsletter we expressed concer n over the

ability to continue the Master track Program.  Because of

the high cost of each week end (i.e. room rent, food,

speak ers, and supplies) we have agreed to place the pro -

gram on hiatus until we have a full class (20-25 par tici -

pants). W e have secured a new location and have some

interesting programs to present: "T raditional and Implant

Prosthetics" and "T wo T ypes of Endodontic Systems."   In

hopes to broaden our audience we are renaming the

program.  The NC A GD "Master track Program" will now be

known as "Lear ning the Ar t and Science of Compre -

hensive Dentistr y ."  W e want serious students of dentistr y ,

eager to lear n.  Those who par ticipate do not need to

have received the fellowship award or mastership award.

Any dentist whether he is pursuing the mastership, fellow -

ship, or needing CE for licensure, can attend. Y ou do not

have to enroll in the entire program. Y ou can attend only

the courses that you want. All credits are applicable to

licensure requirements of the N.C.State Board.

Generally , par ticipants are awarded par ticipation credit

following the presentation of the homework assignment

on the following week end.  Those who want only lecture

credit must notif y us in writing at the lecture session. Once

lecture credits are given, par ticipants cannot add par tici -

pation hours as this would be duplication of credit hours.

The week end cost is still $800.00 which covers the 2

days of lecture, class work, lunches, and snacks.  T o

restate what was written earlier , once we have a full class

commitment (fees must be paid at sign up), we will set a

time and notif y all of the new location with a map.

Please help us, yourself , and of course your patients

through better dentistr y . Call or email Dr . T ed R ogers at

919.553.3173 or trogersdds@ear thlink.net to enroll. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: These courses are quality CE. Classes are small

and you have immediate feedback from the presenters.

The presenters are top notch. Y ou cannot find this quality CE for

the money anywhere. Please help us k eep the program alive!

Nor th Carolina Academy of General Dentistr y

Master track Program

By Harold (T ed) R ogers, DDS, F A GD, NC A GD Master track Program Director

When I chose to par ticipate in the initial Master track

Program offered by the NC A GD, little did I realize the pro -

fessional impact this program would have upon me and

my dental practice. As an "older" dentist only recently

receiving the F ellowship award, I had cer tain reser vations in

making the commitment to this new program. 

From the first week end of three seminars, I was able to

bring back to my office infor mation and techniques that

have raised not only the quality of care I can offer my

patients, but have also made dentistr y more fun and inno -

vative for me. In this small classroom setting, we had the

oppor tunity for intimate question and answer periods,

friendly debate among peers, lecture, and hands on expe -

rience from both nationally known and the younger , up

and coming dental exper ts. 

I’m cer tain that each of us has those areas of dentistr y

that we find uninspiring and even down-right boring. F or

me the two most prominent are oral medicine and phar -

macology . I came back to my office af ter the lectures by

Dr . Richard Wynn (University of Mar yland Dental School)

and Dr . V alerie Mur rah (UNC - Chapel Hill) with a paradigm

shif t of how to incorporate these facets of dental care into

ever y day patient care. Some hands on procedures we

lear ned, such as free autogenous graf ts, will still be better

per for med by my local periodontist, but I now have a bet -

ter understanding of not only what criteria to look for , but

what he has to do to achieve the result both my patient

and I are anticipating.

In closing let me say that as a self professed CE junkie, I

know of nowhere else where there is such a huge "bang

for the buck."

My hope is that more A GD members will tak e advantage

of this diamond oppor tunity to improve their skills and

knowledge.

– George L. “P ete” Richards, DDS, F A GD

Hendersonville, NC  

CONSTITUTION AND BYL A WS

As requested by the national A GD, the NC A GD constituent, along with other constituents, had to rewrite their

bylaws following the national model.  All constituents now have bylaws which, although similar in for m, are unique to

each state or region; we are all under one constitution and functioning by means of our specific bylaws.  

This change reduces time and confusion should there be need again to have a hearing by the national Constitution

and Bylaws Committee.  The language is the same for all involved.  Thereby , if a r uling has to be made, the committee

will have no need to cross check constitutions and bylaws to deter mine if any violation has occur red.

The bylaws were unanimously approved at the business meeting on Saturday , F ebr uar y 16, 2008.  On Sunday , the

executive board met to discuss the events of the next business year .  It was deter mined that we needed to increase

our state constituent dues in 2009 from $45.00 to $55.00. This is only a $10 increase, but it can give N.C. the needed

money to cover the ever increasing costs of postage, meeting expenses, etc.  W e need to remember that it has been

several years since we had a change in our dues.  – Harold (T ed) R ogers, DDS, F A GD

P ar ticipant’s P erspective on the NC A GD Master track Program



The 32nd Annual

Meeting of the Nor th

Carolina Academy of General

Dentistr y was held on

Febr uar y 15-17, 2008 at the

Embassy Suites Hotel in Car y ,

NC. It was another successful

meeting consisting of a well

balanced mix of continuing

education, social activities,

business and vendors. It was

nice to meet with old friends and to mak e some new

ones. Our total registration was 121 people, 110 dentists

and 11 spouses and guests.

Friday began with Dr . T ar un Agar wal with a full day on

“R eal W orld Cosmetics.” A conflict in scheduling lef t us

without scheduled speak er , Dr . Michael Ribera. Saturday ’s

speak er , Dr . Michael Melk ers was gracious enough to step

in and give an all day lecture on composites including

placement, contouring, color matching, layering and tinting.

A number of different composite systems were discussed.

I would lik e to express the gratitude of the NC A GD for his

help in a time of need. 

The NC State

Board of Dental

Examiners con -

cluded the

Friday continuing

education with

a presentation

titled “Cur rent

Trends in

Dentistr y .” F riday

concluded with

a beer tasting

and a multicourse

meal at “Bistro 64”

for those who registered for it. It was a tremendous suc -

cess with par ticipants not retur ning to the hotel until late.

Saturday star ted with a P ast President’s Breakfast fol -

lowed by Dr . Michael Melk ers and Dr . Jeanine McDonald

presenting “Nuts and Bolts Occlusion” in the mor ning and

a hands on program in the af ter noon where par ticipants

lear ned quick and repeatable techniques to mount cases

on an ar ticulator . Dr . Lor ne Lavine gave a full day lecture

entitled “The Moder n Dental Practice.”

The Business Luncheon was sponsored by Delta Dental

of NC. At the business session we had the honor of hear -

ing from Dr . P aula Shannon Jones, President-Elect of the

A GD; Dr . Carol  A . W ooden, R egional Director R egion 19 of

the A GD;

Representative

Harold Br ubak er ,

NC House of

Representatives;

Dr . Gavin Har rell,

President-Elect

of the NCDS; Dr .

Jer r y Butler , a

candidate for

NC Senate; and

Dr . Gar y Oyster ,

Legislative

Chair man of the

NCDS.

Dr . Stan Hardesty , President of the NC A GD and  NC

State Board of Dental Examiners, awarded Dr . Harold “T ed”

Rogers the NC A GD’s Distinguished Ser vice A ward for his

many , many years of impeccable ser vice to the NC A GD.

Dr . Hardesty

called for a

vote on a

revision of

NC A GD by -

laws that

passed. The

new by -laws

bring the

NC A GD up to

date with by -

laws and regula -

tions of the A GD

national organi -

zation. These new by -laws are listed on the NC A GD

website, www .ncagd.org.

Dr . P aula Jones, President-Elect of the A GD, then

installed our new officers for 2008-2009. They consist of

Dr . John Pr uitt, President; Dr . Stan Hardesty , Immediate P ast

President; Dr . K eith Y ount, President-Elect; Dr . Glenn Miller ,

Secretar y/T reasurer and Dr . Danielle T ar t, Vice President.

Saturday ended with a reception for all attendees and

guests. On Sunday , Dr . Michael W eisnfeld gave a ver y

infor mative presentation on “Risk R eduction.”

The Annual Meeting was an extremely enjoyable expe -

rience. I would lik e to thank all members who gave of their

time and effor ts to mak e the NC A GD Annual Meeting such

a resounding success.

– Michael L. Mock, DDS, Editor

2008 NC A GD Annual Meeting

Dr . Jer r y Butler , candidate for

the NC Senate, addresses the NC A GD.

Dr . Gar y Oyster gives a legislative update at

the NC A GD Business Luncheon.

Dr . Gavin Har rell, President-

Elect of the NCDS, speaks at

the NC A GD Business

Luncheon.

Dr . P aula Shannon Jones, President-Elect of

the national A GD, addresses the NC A GD 

with Dr . Carol A . W ooden, Region #19

Director of the A GD, looking on.



Dr . P aula Shannon Jones, President-Elect of the

national A GD, installs NC A GD officers for the 2008-

2009 year at the NC A GD Business Luncheon. F rom

lef t to right Dr . Stan Hardesty , Immediate P ast

President; Dr . Danielle T ar t, V ice President; Dr .

Glenn Miller , Secretar y/T reasurer; Dr . Keith Y ount,

President-Elect; and Dr . John Pr uitt, President

Dr . John Pr uitt, President of the NC A GD,

presents Immediate P ast President, Dr .

Stan Hardesty , with the NC A GD 2007-08

President's Plaque at the NC A GD

Business Luncheon.

Dr . P aula Shannon Jones, President-Elect of

the national A GD, and Dr . Carol A . W ooden,

Regional Director Region 19, give their input

to the NC A GD Board of Directors.

NC Representative

Harold Br ubak er

addresses the NC A GD.

Dr . Harold "T ed" R ogers received the 2008 NC A GD

Distinguished Ser vice A ward during the 2008 NC A GD

Annual Meeting.  The award was presented by Dr . Stan

Hardesty , NC A GD President, during the NC A GD Business

Luncheon on Saturday , F ebr uar y 16.

Dr . R ogers graduated from the UNC School of Dentistr y

in 1980.  F ollowing graduation, he ser ved in the Ar my

Dental Corps for three years.  He has been a solo general

practitioner in Clayton, NC for 25 years.

Dr . R ogers is a F ellow of both the Academy of General

Dentistr y and the Academy of Dentistr y Inter national.  He

is a member of the Pier re F auchard Academy and the

Academy of Operative Dentistr y .  He has ser ved as

President of the NC F our th District Dental Society (1992-

93) and was President of the Johnson County Dental

Society (1995-2007).  He has also ser ved on the Board

of Directors of the UNC Dental Alumni Association.

Dr . R ogers has been actively involved with the NC A GD

for many years.  He has held all the officer positions and

ser ved as the 2002-03 NC A GD President.  He then

ser ved as Secretar y of A GD R egion 19 (NC, SC, G A & AL)

and is presently the A GD R egion 19 T reasurer .

Since the inaugu -

ral session in 2006,

Dr . R ogers has been

ser ving as the

NC A GD Master track

Program Director . He

also cur rently chairs

the NC A GD

Constitution and

Bylaws Committee

and ser ves nationally

on the A GD

Constitution, Bylaws

and Judicial Affairs

Council.  

In addition to

dental volunteerism in

his community , Dr . R ogers has been ver y active in both his

church and his local Masonic lodge.  He and his wife

Dorothy have two children, Leslie and Lisa, and five grand -

children.       

– L ynette L. Smith, DDS, F A GD

2008 N CA GD Distinguish e d Ser v i c e A w a r d

Dr . Stan Hardesty , 2007-08 NC A GD

President, presents the NC A GD

Distinguished Ser vice Award

to Dr . Harold (T ed) Rogers.
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D A TES TO REMEMBER

NCDS Annual Session, Myr tle Beach, SC

May 15-18, 2008

NCDS Mentoring R eception* at

NCDS Annual Session, Myr tle Beach, SC

May 16, 2008 

Region 19 Leadership Conference and

Pre-Caucus, Charleston, SC

June 27-28, 2008

A GD Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL

July 16-20, 2008

Annual F all Pig Pickin’ and

NC A GD Board of Directors Meeting,

Snipes F ar m, Carbor ro, NC

November 7, 2008

A GD Leadership Conference, Chicago, IL

November 21-22, 2008

NC A GD Annual Meeting, Car y , NC

Febr uar y 20-22, 2009

A GD National Board of Directors Meeting,

Asheville, NC

April 10-11, 2009

* This reception is being cosponsored by the

UNC Dental Alumni Association

and the NC A GD

Continuing Education

The A GD Program for Continuing Education

(P A CE) is an evaluation of the educational processes

used in designing, planning and implementing continu -

ing education. Approval by the A GD does not imply

endorsement of course content, products or thera -

pies presented, nor does this approval imply that a

state or provincial board of dentistr y will accept

courses for re-licensure. Approved program providers

are expected to comply with all relevant state and

federal laws. Continuing education offered by

approved program providers will be accepted by the

Academy for F ellowship/Mastership credit and by the

NC State Board of Dental Examiners for license

maintenance.

The NC A GD’s P A CE k ey role is to raise and main -

tain the quality of continuing dental education pro -

grams presented to our constituent. All program

provider approvals, whether for new approvals or re-

approvals, must complete the same application that

covers 14 standards of quality of continuing education

in order to be eligible to offer F A GD/MA GD and State

Board credit hours.

To acquire an application for your dental organi -

zation either go to the A GD website or contact the

national office at 1-888-A GD DENT (243-3368) ext

4335. Nor th Carolina in addition to the application

requires a $50 fee to recoup expenses for processing

the application. Once your application is completed

mail it to Dr Cher yl Siegel at 4505 F air Meadow Lane,

STE 209, Raleigh, NC, 27607. If you have any ques -

tions feel free to call me at 919-881-9258.

– Cher yl Siegel, DDS, CE Chair woman

FEBRUARY 2008 EXHIBITORS

NC A GD greatly         appreciates the suppor t from our V endors at the 2008 Annual Meeting.

Advanced Dental T emps 

Professional Management Health Care

Consultants, Inc

Medical Security

Satter field Computer Company

HIS Dental 

V al Gelo

Delta Dental of NC

Sherer Dental Lab

Drak e Dental Lab

BB&T Insurance Ser vices

Ultradent

Dentsply T ulsa Dental

K odak Dental Systems

Inter national Minute Press, Selma



North Carolina

Academy of General Dentistry

537 North Gurney Street

Burlington, NC  27215

The Academy of General

Dentistr y held its second annu -

al advocacy conference March

10 & 11 in W ashington, DC.

The conference titled “ A Great

Dentist Goes to W ashington”

focused on training general

dentists in advocacy and in

how to interact with their indi -

vidual Congressmen and

Senators.

The first day of the confer -

ence focused on training the

general dentists on cur rent issues and on how Congress

works.  In addition to providing training, this conference

allowed the A GD and its members to be heard on impor tant

legislative issues introduced to improve dental access to care

for children and to prevent “meth mouth.”  The second day

included visits to Capitol Hill where each attendee met with his

Congressman and Senators.  The specific bills discussed were

the Children’s Dental Health Improvement Act, Deamonte’s Law

and Meth Mouth Prevention. 

Nor th Carolina was represented by four dentists at the

2008 A GD advocacy conference.  Drs. Dan Cheek, L yn Smith,

Ben Smith and Jer r y Butler attended on behalf of the NC A GD.

Dr . Cheek cur rently ser ves on the A GD Council on Legislative

and Gover nmental Affairs which organized both the 2007 &

2008 advocacy conferences.

–L ynette L. Smith, DDS, F A GD

G reat

D entist

GOES TO

W ASHING TON

Dr . L yn Smith and

Congresswoman V irginia F o xx


